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On the first day of exhibiting a new play, the
prices.of admission  appear to have been raised2,

the benefit of the third day, made a present of it to the women in
the house, who act it, but without profit or incouragement.

In 1707 the common price of the copy-right of a play was fifty
pounds ; though in that year Lintot the bookseller gave Edmund
Smith sixty guineas for his Phaedra and Hippolitus.

In 1715, Sir Richard Steele sold Mr. Addison's comedy, called
The Drummer, to J. Tonson for fifty pounds : and in 1721, Dr.
Young received the same price for his tragedy of The Revenge.
Two years before, however, (1719,) Southerne, who seems to
have understood author-craft better than any of his contempora-
ries, sold his Spartan Dame for the extraordinary sum of 1201.;
and in 1726 Lintot paid the celebrated plagiary, James Moore
Smyth, one hundred guineas for a comedy entitled The Rival
Mo'des. From that time, this appears to have been the customary
price for several years ; but of late, (though rarely) one hundred
and fifty pounds have been given for a new play. The finest tra-
gick poet of the present age, Mr. Jephson, received that price for
two of his admirable tragedies.

9 See the preface to the quarto edition of Troilus and Cressida,
1609 : " Had I time, I would comment upon it, though it needs
not, for so"much as will make you think your testerne well be-
stowed., but for so much worth as even poor I know to be stuft in
it," &c.

See also the preface to Randolph's Jealous Lovers, a comedy,
1632 : " Courteous reader, I beg thy pardon, if I put the.e to the
expence of a sixpence, and the loss of half an hour."

1  " I did determine not to have dedicated my play to anybody,
becausejftrty shillings I care not for ; and above, few or none will
bestow on these matters." Dedication to A Woman's a Weather-
cock, a comedy, by N. Field, 1612.

See also the author's Epistle Popular, prefixed to Cynthia's
Revenge, 1613 : *" Thus do our pie-bald naturalists depend upon
poor wages, gape after the drunken harvest of forty shillings, and
shame the worthy benefactors of Helicon "

Soon after the Revolution, five, and sometimes ten, guineas
seems to have been the customary present on these occasions. In
the time of George the First, it appears from one of Swift's Let-
ters that twenty guineas were usually presented to an author for
this piece of flattery,

2  This may be collected from the following verses by J. Mayne,
to the memory of Ben Jonson :